2. Summary of the phonology 

Below is a brief overview of the phonology of Sarangani Blaan. 

2.1 Word stress 

Stress in Blaan is predictable; it occurs on the ultimate syllable of the root 
word. 

2.2 Inventory of consonants 

Blaan has 15 consonant phonemes. 

Bilabial Labio- Alveolar Alveo- Velar Glottal 
dental palatal 

Stops vl 

vd b 

Fricatives f 

Nasals m 

Laterals 
Semivowels w 



I 


k 


d 


g 


s 




n 


V 


I 





2.2.1 Discussion 

The fricative HI has a bilabial allophone [$] which is in free variation with 
[f]. All stops are unaspirated and in final position unreleased. A non- 
phonemic glottal stop is inserted before a vowel initial word. Glottal stop is 
phonemic in all other environments, /d/ is realised as [f] intervocalically in 
Sarangani Blaan and when following another consonant in Koronadal Blaan. 
The phoneme /r/ only occurs in borrowed words. 



2.3 Inventory of vowels 

Blaan has 8 vowels. 





Front 


Central 


Back 


High 


/ 


i 


u 


Mid 


e 








Low 


a 








2.3.1 Discussion. 

/e/ tends to be lowered to its lax allophone [e] in unstressed and closed CVC 
syllables, /i/ tends to be lowered to its lax allophone [ij before g. 

There are no diphthongs in Sarangani Blaan. Each vowel forms the 
nucleus of a syllable. Where two vowels are written consecutively there is a 
glottal stop between the vowels. 
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